
The attention has been paid in Moscow to President Nixon's
statements in which he set forth his views on questions of peace
and international cooperation.

As is known, the Soviet Union pursues and will pursue the
policy of peace. We are prepared to develop relations of peaceful
cooperation with all states which on their part strive for the
same end, and we think that if both the Soviet Union and the
United States in their actions proceed from exactly that principl€
basis, thereby there will be created the widest opportunities for
mutual agreement and Soviet-American cooperation in solving the
urgent international problems. We would like to particularly
stress here, that although the great powers bear special
responsibility for preserving peace, in their intentions and
actions they - like all other participants of international
intercourse.- must respect the inherent rights of other states,
big and small, for sovereign and independent development, they
must proceed from the real situation existing in the world. If
you agree with such understanding of major principles of our
relations, we on our part can fully subscribe to your statement
to the effect that "after a period of confrontation, we are
entering an era of negotiation".

That is what we would like to say to the President right
now in order to exclude any misunderstanding on the American side
of our approach to one or another question.

We do not see any other principle basis on which the Soviet-
American relations could be built in the present world.

We are deeply convinced that if such approach be followed
then despite all differences of views, social and political
systems and of state interests there can be no such situation
that would lead with fatal inevitability to direct confrontation,
between our countries.

All this, of course, presumes a certain level of confidence
and mutual understanding that should also be present in searching
ways to solving urgent world problems. It implies, of course,
not only formal agreements but also opportunities pratided by
parallel or complementary actions, including those based on the
principle of "mutual example" and so on.
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We are convinced that by their mutual efforts the USSR and
the USA together with other states could achieve a situation when
international negotiations would serve first of all the purpose
of preventing conflicts rather than finding ways out of them after
peace and international security had already been endangered. It is
of particular significance also because there is a lot of
temptations to set our countries against each other. It may cause
additional complicating elements in the process of development of
Soviet-American relations which is not simple even as it is.

At present there has accumulated a number of big international
problems which are under discussion now, and the peoples have been
waiting for a long time for their solution in the interests of
consolidation of peace.

First. We believe that all possible efforts should be made
to have the Treaty on non-proliferation of nuclear weapons start
effectively operating. This is a question of war and peace of the
future. The Treaty that had been worked out to a considerable
.degree due to the joint efforts of the USSR and the USA has not
been signed yet by a number of states and this, naturally,
strengthens the positions of the opponents of the Treaty and casts.
doubts upon the possibility of solving the problem of non-prolife-
ration. If, however, a number of nuclear states grows the risk of
new conflicts will increase with most dangerous consequences for
universal peace.

In Moscow, there is readiness to continue consultations with
the U.S.Government to work out coordinated measures on securing the
signing of the Treaty by a maximum number of states and its
earliest entering into force.

[Omitted here is discussion of other issues in U.S.-Soviet relations.]
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